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HOW TO STUDY, MANUSCRIPT STYLE            
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READ & STUDY—Look for the W’s
WHO is involved | WHEN did it happen | WHERE is it happening      WHAT is taking place | HOW is it happening, and then… ask the WHY questions regarding what the author’s message is about.
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MARK IT UP! Use colored pens/pencils. A four-colored pen can be very handy. Don’t worry about getting it perfect, just mark it up! 
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Use pens and pencils to draw
--Circles around places and people --Boxes around whatever you’d like --Underline key quotes/interactions--Clouds on wherever you feel like --Identify change of scene, watch for contrasts, repetitions, titles, key words, etc. 
--Notes go in margins and in between lines….
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REFLECT, PRAY, ACT
How does what you’re studying apply to you and where you are with God, others, etc.? Keep a personal journal on the back of the pages. Use it to record your thoughts, prayers and new actions.
DISCUSS  WITH  OTHERS
Share one-on-one or in a group. You should have a facilitator to lead discussion but no one is the expert. The goal is that EVERYONE contributes their insights. If you’re quiet, please speak up, and if you’re too talkative… well… not so much. Make the text real in your personal life—together!

HOW TO LEAD, MANUSCRIPT STYLE            
--READ the section together out loud. Such reading gives the group a sense of initial togetherness. 

--STUDY individually for 15-30 minutes—as long as members are engaged—with colored pens. 

--DISCUSS your observations together which can be done one-to-one or within the small group. 

    Ask the W questions: Who’s involved & where? What’s going on & when? How’s it happening? 

--DRAW OUT key interpretative questions/conclusions within a small group discussion: The Why?
--WRAP-UP with the leader summarizing the key points which should lead into personal application.
--APPLY the insights you’ve gained through further one-to-one or small group sharing/prayer/action.
JONAH
1:: 1Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 2“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, for their evil[a] has come up before me.” 3But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord. 4 But the Lord hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship threatened to break up. 5Then the mariners were afraid, and each cried out to his god. And they hurled the cargo that was in the ship into the sea to lighten it for them. But Jonah had gone down into the inner part of the ship and had lain down and was fast asleep. 6So the captain came and said to him, “What do you mean, you sleeper? Arise, call out to your god! Perhaps the god will give a thought to us, that we may not perish.” 7And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may know on whose account this evil has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 8Then they said to him, “Tell us on whose account this evil has come upon us. What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? And of what people are you?” 9And he said to them, “I am a Hebrew, and I fear the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” 10Then the men were exceedingly afraid and said to him, “What is this that you have done!” For the men knew that he was fleeing from the presence of the Lord, because he had told them. 11Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down for us?” For the sea grew more and more tempestuous. 12He said to them, “Pick me up and hurl me into the sea; then the sea will quiet down for you, for I know it is because of me that this great tempest has come upon you.” 13Nevertheless, the men rowed hard[b] to get back to dry land, but they could not, for the sea grew more and more tempestuous against them. 14Therefore they called out to the Lord, “O Lord, let us not perish for this man's life, and lay not on us innocent blood, for you, O Lord, have done as it pleased you.” 15So they picked up Jonah and hurled him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its raging. 16Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows. 17 [c]And the Lord appointed[d] a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.

Footnotes:

a. Jonah 1:2 The same Hebrew word can mean evil or disaster, depending on the context; so throughout Jonah

b. Jonah 1:13 Hebrew the men dug in [their oars]

c. Jonah 1:17 Ch 2:1 in Hebrew

d. Jonah 1:17 Or had appointed
